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man under promise of marriage. Others have, from
their earliest years, been forced to live in surroundings
where immorality is condoned, or where conditions of
overcrowding render personal privacy almost an
unknown luxury and purity in girl or boy difficult to
retain.

Again, there are some who attribute their downfall
to having formed too easy friendships with men of
low moral standard. Some of these are girls with few
friends in London, who find themselves oppressed by
an intolerable sense of loneliness when they return to
their lodgings after the day's work. This drives
them to seek companionship and distraction in
undesirable ways.

A small proportion, presumably those in whom the
maternal instinct is abnormally strong, assert that the
desire to have a child is responsible for their action.
Many experienced rescue workers appear to doubt the
"hona fides of girls who give this as a reason, suggesting
that it is put forward merely as a plausible justifica-
tion. It is probable that there are exceedingly few,
if any, girls who feel the maternal instinct so
powerfully that, estimating the chances of marriage as
small, they would deliberately put themselves in the
way of becoming mothers of illegitimate children,
regardless of the stigma attaching to their action
and all the difficulties and responsibilities involved.
Nevertheless, from evidence of various kinds, the
writer is convinced that the maternal instinct does in
some cases play a very large, even predominant part,
although its influence may at the time be partially or
wholly subliminal, and only recognized later as a
factor weakening inhibition. Experience also shows
that some girls, when their baby arrives, are most
amenable in their conduct, very happy, and usually
show no further tendency towards immorality : they
have received that which they had subconsciously
greatly desired.